Grand Canyon winds along the Coloradoriver through the american state Arizona which bords to Mexico. Grand Canyon have been appearing by the river which have been worn on the bedrock through four million years and now Grand Canyon is about 1 800 meters deep and 16 km wide, and it´s still getting deeper.








Climate


25 000 years ago when the interior ice melted off it was moist and cold, and the trees clinged tight on the steep sides and the bottom was full of tight pine forest.


But now it´s pine forest climate in the north of Grand Canyon and in the south it´s desert in the bottom and temperated deciduous forest climate on the top.


The rainwater eveporates before it reches the bottom, and thats why the bottom 700 meters are extremely hot and dry. In the summers it´s not unusual that the temperature reaches 50( C.





Animal and plant life


In the bottom of the canyon it´s like normal dessert with thorny bushes, lizards, scorpions and other tuogh creatures. 


A little bit higher it´s a colder but still wery dry. There are some cactuses and stubborn juniper shrub, even foxes and squirells lives in this zone. A little bit more higher the climate change, the bushes compensates with spruce and pine. 











The history


The layers off Grand Canyon tells a 2 milliard year long history about the earth.


Fore 2,5 milliard years ago the area that Grand Canyon layed at, was a part of west Southamerika, the moves in the earthcrust made the place move to west Northamerika. After 300 million years off  pease and quite the ocean began to rise, and in a short time the southwestern USA was under wather. During the next 500 million years the ocean subsided and rised a federall times. 


The canyons layers shows a switch off dessert, ocean and big fenny land.





The erosion off Grand Canyon


The beatiful view in Grand Canyon is made by 2 000 million year hard erosion by the Coloradoriver. The river is always full off red looking mud because off the erosion, it follows that it´s called Coloradoriver who means read looking river. The sand and mud makes the river cut the sides. The erosion off the canyon is not over yet, the canyon chang looks every year.





Coloradoriver


It´s about 2334 km long and is the longest river west off the Rocky Mountains. In the first 1600 km it passes through deep gorges and canyons. After it crosses the northern portion off Arizona the river flows west for 446 km through the Grand Canyon. Then it goes in to Mexico to finaly mouth in the Gulf of California, an inlet of the Pacific Ocean.


Notable is the Hoover Dam, which impounds the river at the Black Canyon, who makes one off the largest artificial lakes in the world, Lake Mead.


 








Tourism


Every year about 4 million tourists come to look at the big canyon. But it also comes tourists to paddle down the Coloradoriver.


Grand Canyon is one off the biggest tourist attraction in Northamerica besides Disney World.





